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Our cover shot for this issue is from
KelbyOne Masters of Photography pro-
gram member Paul Kober. Here's how
Paul describes the shot:

“This guy was nice enough to let us into
his home for a quick photo session. He
had gorgeous light streaming through the
frosted windows, so when he lit his pipe,
| started firing away to capture the mood.
| was really excited when | saw how this
frame came out. It's easily my favorite.”

See more of Paul's work on page 52 of
this issue, along with an interview with
him on page 6.
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We're back with our biggest issue yet—nearly 140 pages
packed cover to cover with gorgeous, intriguing, and flat-
out captivating images.

This issue includes two exciting new updates inspired di-
rectly by feedback from our Masters of Photography com-
munity. As soon as these suggestions came in, we knew
they’'d make the magazine that much better.

First, we're including Instagram handles (when available)
right below each artist’s location, so you can easily follow
the creators whose work inspires you.

Second, we're highlighting recent award-winning images
from our members. For example, fresh off the Photoshop
World conference, you'll spot badges like “Guru Award
Winner” The conference includes the prestigious Guru
Awards competition, which honors excellence in photog-
raphy and post-processing. With so many of our Masters
members taking top spots in global competitions, it's a way
to give their hard work the extra recognition they deserve.
As always, members can choose whether or not to share
their Instagram handle or awards.

It's incredibly rewarding to watch this magazine grow and
to welcome new artists to this issue who met our high bar
for inclusion.

Enjoy the pages, and we'll see you next issue!

Best,

?.r*, ay
(_

Scott Kelby
Editor-in-Chief
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COVER ARTIST

SEVEN QUESTIONS WITH PAUL KOBER

Q. Beyond the technical details,
what was actually going through
your head the exact second you
pressed the shutter button for the
cover image?

A. T was at a workshop in China.
I asked the subject to light the
pipe and puft some smoke, and
I thought the window light would
make the smoke show up, so
I watched for the smoke patterns
until they looked good. There
were actually three smoke patterns
in the one picture, and I knew it
would be split-second timing. In
the split second when I pressed it,
I was thinking, “This is the picture
that I came to China for” That’s
what I was thinking. I took it.

Q. If we pulled the camera back
five feet during that shot, what
chaotic or unexpected things
off-camera would we have seen?

A. Twelve other photographers who
were also at the workshop, lots of
clutter, camera bags, and backpacks.
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Q. What was the very first pho-
to you ever took that made you
think, “Okay, wait...I might actu-
ally be good at this”?

A. Bobby playing the drums. Bob-
by was one of the squirrels in the
backyard. That photo started my
whole music, animals, and nature
photography series. We had some
instruments set up in the backyard,
and squirrels and birds would land
on them, and they were okay. Then
the one squirrel got on the drums,
and I got one of my favorite pic-
tures of all time. I learned a lot
from that; I was actually portrait
shooting with animals, but I had
flash going.

Q. What’s something in your cam-
era bag that isn’t a camera, lens, or
tripod, but you can’t live without?

A. Lens cleaning cloth, business
cards, and Sudafed and Airborne.
When I'm traveling, I always take
Sudafed so my sinuses are clear so
I can think properly. I hate being

on a photo shoot and not being
able to think clearly. And being
congested hurts your creativity, in
my opinion.

Q. When you’re stuck in a creative
rut, what’s your non-photographic
escape? (A specific album, a hob-
by, or just a long drive?)

A. T just take some time off shoot-
ing. I figure if you're in a creative
slump, it’s best to just step away for
a little (it’s all about being creative,
and you can’t force creativity), just
like in music. You can’t fight to be
creative. What I do with music and
photography is just stop trying to
be creative and work on all tech-
niques, so when the creativity starts
to come back, I'll have worked on
improving a certain skill set that
will help down the road.

The other thing I try to do is go
find something boring and just
try to think of a creative way to
photograph it. That helps awaken
the creative juices again. It can be
anything as basic as something on

i

your table or around your house; just try to make
a great picture of a doorknob.

One of your [Scott’s] classes I watched talked about
just using your creative mind every day. Try to take
a picture every day of something basic and make it
as creative as possible. If I'm not taking a picture,
I'll just look at something and look at the light, see
where it's coming from. I think it may have been
Jay Maisel, actually, that was talking about that. Just
keep working on your creative mind. I do, and of
course I listen to a lot of jazz that always recharges
my mind. Coltrane live at the Village Vanguard; I'm
sure it will wake up your creative side.

Q. How would your friends describe you when you
don’t have a camera in your hands?

A. Amusing, entertaining, never know what’s going
to come out of my mouth, creative. Outside the box.
Thinks differently. A very loyal friend.

Q. Tell us about a favorite shot of yours that was a com-
plete, unplanned accident that turned out brilliant.

A. My wife and I were on vacation in Seville, walking
around, when we came across a young couple per-
forming flamenco in a courtyard. We caught the last
couple of minutes, and I got about 10 photos, a couple
of which were very good. I said, “That’s a complete
stumble-on.”

Bonus question: What’s your favorite piece of art
hanging in your home?

A. It would be Tavlos’ picture of the Chicago River
and Marina Towers.

Paul Kober
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Arnarstapi, Iceland

ALISON TUCK

OTTERSHAW, SURREY, UK
@ @alituck222
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http://instagram.com/alituck222
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Torres del Paine National Park, Chile
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Innovation, Science, and Technology Building, Florida Polytechnic University, Lakeland, Florida
@ EPA 2026 Platinum Award Winner

LIZ LEIBHAM

PARRISH, FLORIDA
@lizleibhamphotography
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http://instagram.com/lizleibhamphotography

Liz Leibham

This is a composite taken at Bryce Canyon in an area known as Wall Street. The individual
is real; however, I added a light on the walking stick and a Milky Way sky replacement.

Liz Leibham

One Thousand Museum, Miami, Florida
@ EPA 2025 Platinum Award Winner
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La Maison Rose, Montmartre, Paris

KAREN GRILLION

THE VILLAGES, FLORIDA
@karengrillionphotography

Havana, Cuba

A
}
il
b

-
bl
11
o l

3

.,
Karen Grillion
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https://www.instagram.com/karengrillionphotography

ROSKILDE, DENMARK

@photographer_metteklint
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Mette Klint
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https://www.instagram.com/sanjana.sdeva/

Smith Rock State Park along the Crooked River, Oregon
DODIE ROSS

WEST HAVEN, UTAH
@dodierossphotography
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http://www.instagram.com/dodierossphotography

%)
%)
e}
[22
Q@
©
o
(@)

Sparks Lake with South Sister, Oregon
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@ 2026 Photoshop World Guru Award Winner

DON MULDREW

OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE .
28 | Fall 2026 @donmuldrew AURE magazine | 29
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ANNIE BARSKY
WASHINGTON, DC

@aplustutordc

A magical moment at Mont-Saint-Michel
welcomed the morning sun.



http://instagram.com/aplustutordc
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. SATHEESH NAIR

L ‘ KOLLAM, KERALA, INDIA
\gﬂ - (© @satheeshnair__
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Harpa Concert Hall, Reykjavik, Iceland
@ EPA 2026 Platinum Award Winner (2 Awards)
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http://instagram.com/satheeshnair__

=
©
Zz
c
v
0]
3]
e
=3
@
(%}

Lindis Pass, New Zealand
@ TIFA 2024 Gold Award Winner
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Paul Swepston

Bailey’s Dairy Treat, Hot Springs, Arkansas
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Paul Swepston
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McClard’s Bar-B-Q, Hot Springs, Arkansas

PAUL SWEPSTON

HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS
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SHARON NEEDHAM

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
@sharon.needham.photography



http://instagram.com/sharon.needham.photography
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http://instagram.com/hareshvibs

JBPRYGIA YssaleH

JBPRYGIA UsSIIeH

41 Cooper Square, The Cooper Union, New York City

The Oculus, New York City
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Michelle Cleland

MICHELLE CLELAND
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA

@michelleclelandphotography
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http://instagram.com/michelleclelandphotography

PAUL KOBER
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(© @paulkoberphoto



http://instagram.com/paulkoberphoto

Paul Kober

Paul Kober
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DAVID SATTERWHITE
56 | Fall 2026 COMFORT, TEXAS




The classic view of K2 from Concordia in the early morning light. The F-15E Strike Eagle wearing the classic tri-tone F-111 camouflage scheme in honour of

the 40th anniversary of the 1986 Libya airstrike. (Kama 52)

CHARLES MASTERS

LUTTERWORTH, UK
@charlesmasters
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http://instagram.com/charlesmasters

Yosemite Valley, Yosemite National Park, California

DEBORAH HILDRETH PISARCIK

OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE

@ds_hildreth , .
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Paul Bartell

PAUL BARTELL

PHOENIX, ARIZONA
64 | Fall 2026 @paulbartellphotography
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Paul Bartell
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Susan Scharenberg

SUSAN SCHARENBERG

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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An iconic tree in Africa, also known
as the Tree of Life. These trees can live for
thousands of years, storing water in their
trunks to withstand harsh droughts.
They also play a vital role in their ecosys-
tem, providing food and shelter to many
species. This tree is in the Moremi Game
Reserve in Botswana.

DIANNE EKBERG ARNOLD
ENCINITAS, CALIFORNIA
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MICHAEL BUCKMAN

NEW YORK

ALBANY,
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MIGUEL BEJAR

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
(9 @bejarlxvi

Miguel Bejar
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Miguel Bejar
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AJ BORROMEO

FORT WALTON BEACH,
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During the rut, which peaks in September, bull elk have only one thing on their minds. They “bugle” to at-
EDWIN A. BOWE tract females and discourage competition from nearby bulls. (The larger the bull, the louder and deeper his
NICHOLASVILLE, KENTUCKY bugle.) This image was taken after a light snowfall; the Harvest Moon was the proverbial icing on the cake.
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Edwin A. Bowe

Edwin A. Bowe
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Mary Anne Worrell

MARY ANNE WORRELL
FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA

@maryanne.photo

AURE magazine | 85


http://instagram.com/maryanne.photo

Holly Elmore

The first principle of nature—diversity—is well established in the garden; the star of the
image is a black swallowtail caterpillar preparing to enter its fourth instar.

Canna lily seed pods serve as nutrition for local feathered friends
and propagate the next generation.

S

HOLLY ELMORE

SARASOTA, FLORIDA
@ @hollyelmoreatl
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http://instagram.com/hollyelmoreatl

Holly Elmore

Holly EImore
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Mount Kilimanjaro

JEFFREY LAMARCHE

COLLEGE GROVE, TENNESSEE
(@ @jeff.lamarche.79
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http://instagram.com/jeff.lamarche.79

Jeffrey Lamarche

Jeffrey Lamarche
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JACK KOSOWSKY

YARDVILLE, NEW JERSEY
(@ @jaxpropix

Jack Kosowsky
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Lauren King

LAUREN KING

AURORA, OHIO
@laurenlkingphotography

Bruges, Belgium
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http://instagram.com/laurenlkingphotography
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JUNE NORSWORTHY

PETERSBURG,

FLORIDA
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June Norsworthy
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CRAIG NOWICKE

(ENNEPERGREREA K ES, FLORI| DA
@finearttreks

.


http://instagram.com/finearttreks
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Lighthouse Pond, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, Florida

SUSAN FEARS
FLORIDA

CRAWFORDVILLE,

AURE magazine | 107
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Susan Fears

Narai-juku, a well-preserved post town that has been an important stop
on the Nakasendo trail since the 1600s.

LAUSANNE ORENDAIN

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
@lausanneorendain
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Point Lobos, California

TIMJELTEMA

NORTON SHORES, MICHIGAN
(@ @timjeltema
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Tim Jeltema

Tim Jeltema
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Steve Gelineau

Haystack Rock, Pacific City, Oregon Bandon Beach, Oregon

STEVE GELINEAU

DELRAY BEACH, FLORIDA
(O @stevegpix
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Pamela Girtman

PAMELA GIRTMAN
NAPLES, FLORIDA

116 | Fall 2026 AURE magazine | 117



RONALD SIMON Banff, Alberta, Canada

BOCA RATON, FLORIDA
(© @traumadocr
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Mobius Arch, Alabama Hills, California

Alabama Hills, Eastern Sierra, California

JAMES BLASK
PAINESVILLE, OHIO
@jamesblask
120 | Fall 2026
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Blue Angels performing their opposing knife-edge pass.

MATT POULSON A composite of a Lionel model railroad carnival 1/48-scale Ferris wheel and carousel. Some people are from
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH Woodland Scenics, some are scanned with a LiDAR camera and 3D-printed, and some are composites of models.

TIMOTHY M. FORCE

MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS
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JULIE SMITH
DUNWOODY, GEORGIA
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Quirpon Island, Newfoundland and Labrador

MATT JERNIGAN

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE
(@ @jernigator

Back Bay, outside of Twillingate, Newfoundland and Labrador

AURE magazine | 127

Matt Jernigan
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St. Paul’s athedml, London

Ron van Rooden

A late and mny February evening in London’s financial district,
looking toward the Shard across the River Thames.

RON VAN ROODEN

WASHINGTON, DC
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Stu Greenberg

The Oculus, New York City

Grand Central Terminal, New York City

STU GREENBERG

CORAM, NEW YORK
© @stuartistry
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http://instagram.com/stuartistry

KIM CLARK

ROGERS, ARKANSAS
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Kim Clark

AURE magazine | 135



800-947-9918

Sony a7R VI Mirrorless Camera

Blurring the line of what'’s possible in an R-series camera,
the Sony a7R VI pairs the highest resolution sensor yet in
an a7 body with incredible 30 fps speed, impressive 8K
video capabilities, more intelligent Al-aided autofocus, and
improved handling and battery life.

SOAT7R6 | $4,498.00

Panasonic Lumix STR Il Nikon Z6 Il Mirrorless Camera
Mirrorless Camera with 24-70mm f/4 S Lens

PADCS1RM2B9 | $3,297.99 NIZ632470 | $3,296.95

Leica @3 Monochrom FUJIFILM GFX100 Il Medium Apple 14” MacBook Pro
Digital Camera Format Mirrorless Camera (M5, 96W Power Adapter, Space Black)  Binoculars (B&H Exclusive) DN 0S Sports Lens (Sony E)
APZ1KJOOORG | $2,419.00 NI8X30MM7B | $529.95 SI17020028SE | $1,649.00

LEQ3M | $7,950.00 FUGFX1002 | $8,499.00

Epson SureColor P900 17” Manfrotto ONE Photo Aluminum
Photo Printer Tripod with XPRO 3-Way Pan/Tilt Head

EPSCP900SE | $1,349.00 MAMTONEPA3W | $514.95

& B

Canon EOS Ré Mark Il OM SYSTEM OM-3 ASTRO

Mirrorless Camera Mirrorless Camera
CAER63 | $2,799.00 OMOMS3S | $2,499.99

Pelican 1560 Protector Studio Case Lowepro Slingshot SL 250
with Divider Set & Lid Organizer AW Ill Camera Bag (Black)

PE1560SC | $499.95 LOSS250B | $129.00
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Call an Expert Today Free Expedited Shipping Cashinor Trade up BandH.com Visit Our SuperStore

800-947-9918 on orders over $49* Used Equipment  where you will find information 420 Ninth Avenue
We Buy, Sell, and Trade on over 400,000 items New York, NY 10001

A Ele

Secondhand Dealer - General Lic. #090790f

Nikon 8x30 Monarch M7+ Sigma 70-200mm /2.8 DG
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ON1 Photo RAW 2026
From Raw to Remarkable
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Complete Photo Editing in One Seamless App
Save 20% with code AURE

TRY IT FREE - VISIT WWW.ON1.COM
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